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he had the command of the militia of the country for sixty miles round West Pointy by order of Congress, and that he would give a countersign to the guard boats that we might pass unmolested.
The countersign given was Congress; thus arranged, no further hesitation was made to gain the Vulture, then lying at the extremity of Haverstraw Bay. The night was serene, the tide favorable, and the silent manner in which we passed the fort at Stoney Point, at the mouth of Haverstraw creek, precluded any obstructions; in short, although the distance was nearly 12 miles, we soon reached the ship. On our approach, we were hailed by the centinel on deck, ordered to bring to, and questioned whither bound? I answered, with a flag of truce to the Vulture, Sloop of war] upon which, I was heartily assailed with a volley of oaths, all in the peculiarity of sea language, by the officer commanding the watch on the quarter deck, and commanded instantly to haul along side, or he would blow us out of the water. Upon coming along side, I was saluted by another discharge of the same nautical eloquence, and orders were given to hoist the rebel rascal on board, which was prevented by my climbing up a rope fastened to the main chains, and so reaching the main deck. I was questioned as to my business, and how I could presume to come on board His Majesty's ship under color of a flag of truce, at night? To which, I answered, I was so authorized by my papers, which I requested he would give to Capt. Sutherland, the commander of the ship, and Col. Robinson, as I knew they were on board. This request, however, seemed to have no effect; but he poured on me torrents of abuse, threatening to hang me at the yard arm, as he said another rebel had been a few days before. Being, nevertheless, unintimidated, arid seeing Col. Robinson and the Captain, for whom I had letters, 1 raised my voice, and said he must be answerable for my being delayed. Whether I was heard in the cabin or not, I can not say, but soon afterwards a boy came on deck and said,